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Sacred Heart Statue 
This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 

a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 

devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 

dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO,, Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, 
ete. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. 
Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
rogular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








To Help Children Love their Catechism 
Of Interest to all Teachers 





1. Patterns and material for five sets of vestments. The stole is 
11 inches long; other pieces in proportion. All liturgical colors. 
Special decorations in gold and silver. Price complete is only 50¢ 
2. A miniature altar, 28 inches long. The wood for this altar 
is cut and ready for the boys of the class to assemble. Meanwhile 
the girls can decorate it and make the linens. The cost is only $2.50. 
3. Miniature vessels for Holy Mass and Benediction; made of 
metal. Chalice, 3% in. high. Gold plated. Average cost, 25¢ per piece. 
4. 16 beautifully colored pictures on the Life of Christ. Size 8 
by 10 inches. Packed in folder with glassine front. 50¢ per set. 
5. 40 large pictures in gorgeous colors. Size 16 by 20 inches. 
24 are entirely Catholic; 16 are masterpieces which reflect the beauty 
of God in nature. Ideal for Picture Study. 12%¢ each. We shall 
gladly send our pictures to any school for inspection and approval. 


“Address: Catechetical Guild, 551 University Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 
Subscription Price, per year, $1.00. Foreign countries, $1.25. 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918, 








Te Incarnation and Fioly ass 


(Explanation of our Cover Design) 


—~ 


Holy Church joyfully dedicates the month of May to 
the honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is deserving 
of our tenderest love and veneration, primarily because of 
her exalted dignity as Mother of God. By a significant 
representation, the artist places the Virgin Mary beside an 
altar whereon the living Christ reposes in the Sacred Host. 
Sublime is the relation between the incarnation and the 
Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass, in which Jesus Christ again 
descends upon the altar. Both of these unexcelled mys- 
teries are the work of the Holy Spirit. As the Eternal 
Word became man at the message of the angel and the 
“Fiat” of Mary, assuming flesh in her chaste bosom, so, 
by the word of the priest, the Son of God again descends 
and becomes incarnate on the altar, in Holy Mass. 

In admiration of the incarnation and the transubstan- 
tiation at Holy Mass, St. Bonaventure exclaims: “God ap- 
pears to do no less a thing when He deigns daily to descend 
from heaven upon our altars than He did when He came ~ 
down from heaven and took upon Himself our human na- 
ture.” In the IMITATION OF CHRIST we find this marvelous 
passage: “As often as thou sayest or hearest Mass, it ought 
to seem to thee as great, as new, and as delightful as if 
Christ that same day, first descended into the womb of 
the Virgin, had been made man” (Book iv. ch. 2). 


How rapturous would be our joy were we to hear 
that Christ now, for the first time, would be born of His 
Holy Mother! Who would not hasten to worship God 
incarnate, to implore His grace and mercy? Then why, 
since He becomes man in a mystical manner upon our 
altars, do we not hasten to assist at Holy Mass, to earnestly 
implore His mercy and pardon? 


Are we desirous of honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary 
during this lovely month of May? Let us remember that 
the Holy Mass affords the sweetest joy to the Mother of God. 
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O Mary, we revere thee, because of thy exalted dignity as 
Mother of God. We confide in thee, because of thy power and 
goodness. We love thee, because of thy maternal affection 
for us! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of 
the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 





Vol. 31 May, 1935 No. 1 





“Hail Mary!” 


2 N ABUNDANCE and variety of prayers in honor of 
g the Blessed Virgin Mary are to be found in our modern 
prayer-books. These prayers are masterpieces of dic- 
tion and pregnant with petitions. But the most won- 
derful of them all is that salutation from the Triune 
God which was re-echoed on earth by the Archangel 
Gabriel— the Ave Maria. This prayer begins with a greeting to 
Mary, continues with the praises of Mary addressed to her by God 
through the angel and by St. Elizabeth, and closes with an all-em- 
bracing petition to Mary. Like the “Our Father,” it is a short prayer; 
its words are few, but it is exceedingly rich in content. It presents 
to us the holy Mother of God in her greatness, in her spiritual beauty 
and maternal love, and thereby excites us to reverence, love and child- 
like confidence. 








Our Mother’s Greeting 
Hail Mary! At God’s command the angel thus greeted the holy 
Virgin at Nazareth. These words embrace all mankind, of all gen- 
erations. By sin man had fallen away from God and sunk into misery 
and need. There was enmity between God and mankind. Almighty 
justice lay upon the human race, which groaned under its guilt. 
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Then, after the lapse of nearly four thousand years, the offended 
God stretched forth His hand, as it were, from heaven to man, offered 
him grace and pardon, and sent him His greeting. This greeting He 
delivered through an angel to the holiest and purest soul. It was the 
first word of the approaching reconciliation and salvation. It was 
heaven’s greeting of peace to earth. No wonder that redeemed man- 
kind has ever since, with grateful heart, returned this greeting to her 
who mediated the Redemption, the Mother of our Savior. From heaven 
the greeting came; to heaven it returns. It is the greeting of God 
and the greeting of man to the peace-maker between the two. 


Our Mother’s Name - 


Mary! Of the holy Name of Mary St. Bernard writes: “Mary 
means ‘Star of the Sea.’ This name is well suited to the virgin Mother 
of God. She is the brightly shining star which rises above the vast 
ocean of the world, brilliant in her merits and shining by her example. 
Would you wish to escape being engulfed by. the billows, then turn 
not your eyes from this radiant star. If the grievousness of your sins 
frightens you, if your accusing conscience fills you with shame, and 
in despair you feel as though you were to be hurled into the abyss, 
look up to this star and cry: Mary! In dangers, anxieties and doubts, 
think of Mary; let her name be ever on your lips and in your heart. 

“Would you obtain her intercession, then turn hot aside from the 
example of her life. Follow her and you will not go astray; call 
upon her and you will not grow discouraged; think of her and you will 
have nothing to fear; under her guidance you will not grow weary; 
in her favor you will safely reach your goal.” 


Our Mother’s Heart 


Full of grace! The grace of God makes man like unto God. The 
richer in grace, the more God-like a person becomes. “God is love,” 
writes St. John. Of this love God has given proof by sending His 
only-begotten Son to be our Redeemer. We can therefore also say: 
The richer a person is in grace, the greater is his love for his fellow- 
men. To Mary, and to her alone, God Himself testified that she was 
full of grace, and at the same time He testified that the fulness of her 
love for us was greater than that of any other saint. You do not 
doubt that your guardian angel loves you; you do not doubt that the 
saints who are near to God in heaven, love you for His sake. The 
more confidently, therefore, can you say: “Yes, indeed, Mary loves 
me!’’ Are you a poor sinner? Then her love for you is sympathetic, 
the love of a mother for her sick child which she is so anxious to 
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save. Are you in the state of grace? Then she loves you because she 
sees in you the child of the Heavenly Father, the brother of her Son. 
Frequently call to mind these three words: Mary —loves— me! She 
has a mother’s heart for me as truly as she is full of grace. 


Our Mother’s Dignity 


The Lord is with thee! The graces with which Mary was filled 
were glorious and eminent gifts which God in His love and power had 
granted her. They were given to her principally that she might be 
fittingly adorned for the reception of a Gift infinitely surpassing all 
the others. God gave her His own Son as her Son, so that Mary truly 
has the same Son as God. At the sacred moment of the incarnation 
of the Eternal Word, the word of the angel, “The Lord is with thee,” 
was perfectly fulfilled. At that moment Mary became the Mother of 
God. If we knew nothing else of her but this, we would know enough 
to realize the greatness and dignity to which God has raised her. Jesus 
Christ, the God-man, is raised above all creatures, above all men and 
angels, but next to Him in greatness and dignity stands His Mother. 
In her own sentiments and spirit we can say to her: “Great things has 


1”? 


He done to thee who is mighty and whose Name is holy! 
Our Mother’s Praise 


Blessed art thou among women! In consideration of the exalted 
office and the sublime dignity to which Mary saw herself raised, she 
said in a prophetic spirit to Elizabeth: “Behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed!” And truly has this come to pass. 
For almost two thousand years the praise of Mary has resounded 
through the Catholic Church. Among all women, none is so cele- 
brated, so highly venerated as the Mother of the Redeemer. As often 
as we say the Ave Maria we fulfill the prophecy of Mary, we praise 
her fulness of grace, her maternal dignity. 

It is fitting and just that we praise the goodness and greatness 
which God vouchsafes to a creature; we thereby subtract nothing from 
the praise we owe Him. On the contrary, the praise of a masterpiece 
reflects upon the master, redounds to him who has made’ it so wonder- 
ful. Therefore, when we praise Mary as blessed we praise God who 
has done such great things to her. Thus the praise of Mary is the 


praise of God. 
Our Mother’s Gift 


Blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus! The greatest gift God 
could and did give to the human race is His only-begotten Son. But 
to whom, next to God, do we owe this precious gift? We owe it to 











6 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Mary. God has placed this great gift in her hands, and she has trans- 
mitted it to us. In her Son she has given us the Savior, the best and 
dearest that she herself possessed, the most precious and most necessary 
gift for us poor human creatures. When, with loving devotion, we 
pronounce these words in the Hail Mary, we express our gratitude for 
the love with which the Heavenly Father and the Mother of God have 
given us this most holy gift, containing in itself every good. 


Our Mother’s Power 


Holy Mary, Mother of God. In the third part of the Ave Maria 
we address to the Heart of Mary our sighs and petitions, imploring 
her to be our mediatrix and intercessor with her Divine Son. Two 
words Holy Church places in our mind and on our lips, to inspire us 
with a lively confidence in this maternal prayer. We call Mary holy, 
and we call her Mother of God. Both refer to the power of Mary’s 
intercession. Her holiness makes her pleasing to God; He cannot do 
otherwise than be pleased with her and love her. God Himself says 
to us in Holy Scripture: “The persevering prayer of the just availeth 
much” (Jas. v. 16). The more just and holy a person is, the more 
powerful is his prayer. When Mary prays for us, the holiest of all 
created beings, the Queen of all saints, prays for us. And still more! 
Mary, the most just and most holy, is at the same time the Mother 
of God. 

Can our Savior refuse the petitions of His Mother? Ah, no! There- 
fore enlightened men call Mary the “powerful advocate,” the “plead- 
ing omnipotence.” 


Our Mother’s Blessing 


Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
Good children know how to esteem the blessing of their parents. Every 
morning and evening they ask the parental blessing, and during the 
remainder of their life it is a great consolation to them to have re- 
ceived the last blessing of their dying parents. This blessing consists 
principally in this, that parents pray God to take their children under 

a His protection and insure their well-being on earth. When, therefore, 
in the closing words of the Ave Maria we beg the Mother of God to 
plead for us with her Son, we ask for her maternal blessing, and 
whoever is blessed by her is blessed indeed. The angel said to Mary: 
“Thou hast found grace with God.” What is there that we need more 
than the grace of God, now and at the hour of our death? Let us 
therefore seek the grace of God, and seek it through Mary. What 
she found before the incarnation of the Son of God she finds ever 
again by the same Son whose Mother she was deemed worthy to be. 
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Mary’s Relation to the Holy Eucharist 





The Tree of Life 


oat) N HIS admirable discourses, St. Gregory the Great com- 
f|| pares the saints and elect of God on earth to an orchard, 
i in which every tree and bush has its symbolism. But 

one tree there is which surpasses all and unites within 
itself the good qualities of all the other trees, and that 
is the Blessed Virgin, whom St. Basil calls the Tree of 
Life. Hesychius calls her the “exceedingly blessed, the thrice-blessed 
tree of paradise.” St. Andrew of Jerusalem praises her thus: “O 
Divine tree of life, whose fruit has drawn the sweet honey from the 
rock and has taken the bitterness from the waters of Mara.” And 
St. Bernard, the ardent lover of the Blessed Virgin Mary, greets her 
with the jubilation of his heart: “Tree of paradise which has brought 
forth the Fruit of Life that gives life eternal to those who eat of it.” 

This tree of life has brought forth as fruit Him of whom we say 
in the Angelic Salutation: “And blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus.” Mary’s Fruit is the Savior, under the forms of bread and wine. 
Her Fruit is the Holy Eucharist, the Bread of Life which has come 
down from heaven and bestows life everlasting. “He who eats of 
this Bread shall have life everlasting.” — “Whoever does not eat of 
the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His Blood will not have life 
in him.” (John vi. 52, 54.) Wherever the Savior speaks of the Holy 
Eucharist, He says expressly that It bestows supernatural and eternal 
life. 

The Blessed Virgin has given us this Bread of Life, the Flesh of 
the Savior, and therefore the words of Eternal Wisdom may be applied 
to her: “He that shall find me shall find life and shall have salvation 
from the Lord” (Prov. viii. 35). This is the true sense of the ven- 
eration of Mary, that it does not separate Mother and Child. The 
Mother leads us to the Divine Savior, who dwells among us with 
Flesh and Blood to be our salvation and life for time and eternity. 


The Blessed Virgin and Holy Communion 








It is not mystic exaggeration when teachers of the spiritual life 
bring the Blessed Virgin into close relation with Holy Communion, 
for it was from the immaculate flesh of Mary that the sacred Body of 
Jesus was formed. The Fathers of the Church love to dwell upon this 
thought. Thus St. Ambrose says to our Savior: “Thou art He who 
giveth life to the world of Thy holy and blessed Flesh, which Flesh 
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Thou hast assumed from the glorious body of the Blessed Virgin.” 
And St. Augustine says: “The Flesh of Jesus is the flesh of Mary, and 
although made sublime in the glorious resurrection, It has remained 
the flesh which Mary conceived.” In his explanation of the 98th 
psalm he says still more plainly: “Christ has assumed His Flesh from 
the flesh of Mary, and this Flesh He has given us to eat for our profit.” 

Mary desires nothing more ardently than that the faithful receive 
the Most Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of her Son. She 
invites us to the Table of the Lord with the words of holy Wisdom, 
which the Church places on her lips: “In me is all grace of the way 
and of the truth; in me is all hope of life and of virtue. Come over 
to me, all ye that desire me, and be filled with my fruits” (Ecclus. xxix. 
25, 26). It cannot be denied that through Mary we come to Jesus, 
and that we must turn to Mary if we wish to possess and enjoy our Lord. 

Although Holy Scripture is silent on this point, it is a pious belief 
that our Divine Savior, on the eve of His Passion, gave also to His 
holy Mother His Flesh and Blood under the forms of bread and wine. 
Anna Catherine Emmerich relates that she was vouchsafed a vision of 
the Blessed Mother of God and the Apostles praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament. As soon as midnight had passed, the Blessed Virgin re- 
ceived Holy Communion from the hands of St. Peter. Mary was pene- 
trated by a brilliant light, and her head was encircled by a crown of 
stars. It was also made known to Anna Catherine that as often as the 
Blessed Virgin communicated, the species remained intact within her 
from one Communion to another, so that she constantly adored in her 
heart the sacramental presence of the God-man. Thus the Church was 
never without the Blessed Sacrament, even during the time of persecu- 
tion when the apostles were unable to consecrate, for It was preserved 
in the living tabernacle of Mary’s Heart. 

We may be convinced that our Eucharistic Savior gave Himself 
to no other soul with so much love and such fulness of grace as He 
did to His own immaculate Mother. And no soul sheltered Him more 
worthily than Mary’s purest Heart. Every Holy Communion renewed 

sin her the graces of the incarnation. She received our Lord with 
greater reverence than the angels show Him at the throne of grace, 
with more strength of faith than the apostles, with a more complete 
surrender than the martyrs showed at the hour of death. Her glowing 
thanksgiving after each Communion must have been a jubilant Mag- 
nificat... Oh, let us beg of the Blessed Virgin Mary the great grace 
always to receive her Divine Son worthily! 























Through Mary and the Mass 





| T WAS a cold, windy morning of January as a shiver- 
ing figure battled with snow and sleet in the streets 
of the great metropolis of New York City. With holy 
eagerness she grasped the handle of the heavy bronze 
door, which swung easily on its hinges. Many a time 
had this portal of the House of God opened to admit 
the sorrowful of heart. Straight to the altar railing 
she made her way, to greet our Eucharistic Lord in the tabernacle, 
and then passed over to the side altar of Our Lady... It was a wan, 
tear-stained face that looked up to the statue of the Mother of Mercy 
that morning. The tender, anxious lines around the well-shaped 
mouth, and the pleading expression of the upturned eyes, bespoke 
more plainly than words that the suppliant was a mother. Only a 
mother who has borne the trials and sorrows of life is favored with 
that mellowed countenance, evidencing an indefinable something, an 
expression of resignation, of undying hope,—a nobility of purpose 
which is never deceptive. 

Mrs. B. knelt on the steps of Our Lady’s altar and prayed her 
novena with a fervor she had never felt before. ‘“‘O Mother, you 
must save my son!” she repeated again and again. “You must 
turn the steps of my once darling, innocent boy, my once cherished 
altar-server, my once devoted son, from the pathway of sin!” 

A ray of consolation momentarily soothed the anguished mother. 
This was her third novena to Our Lady, and she felt that the “Refuge 
of Sinners’’ would not turn a deaf ear to her pleadings. Slowly she 
walked to her pew, for soon the six o’clock Mass was to begin. Mrs. 
B.’s custom was always to unite Holy Mass to her petitions to Mary, 
and she affirmed that many a special grace had been granted “through 
Mary and the Mass.” 

But the graces she had hitherto obtained seemed small in com-~ 
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parison to the one she was now imploring. Her idolized son, whose 
youthful steps had clung so faithfully to the path of virtue, had during 
the past year become infatuated with a young lady whose parents had 
allowed her Christian ideals to be pawned for an irreligious education 
in a public school. So strong was the influence she exerted over Ber- 
nard B. that he would listen to no one. She insisted on living only 
in companionate marriage with him, and had said, just to spite his 
mother, that she would cause him to live a sinful life. ‘There are 
some souls for heaven,”’ she exclaimed, “but my soul is for the devil 
and for hell, and I will take others to hell with me.” It was these 
words, repeated to Mrs. B. the night previous, which had weighed 
upon her maternal heart and caused her to plead so earnestly. 

Many a Holy Mass had she heard during the previous weeks for 
the conversion of her son and his fiance... Soon Holy Mass was being 
offered; then a second and a third, and by noon Mrs. B. had heard 
eleven Masses. Through them all she knelt, pleading, praying, sup- 
plicating... She must wring these conversions from the Heart of 
God... Each time the Sacred Host was elevated, she prayed: ‘“‘My Lord 
and my God!’’ Then, with the confidence of a mother’s heart, she added: 
“O Eternal Father, behold Thy beloved Son, Thy eternal Son, Thy co- 
equal Son. He is mine, all mine. I have Him in my possession. I 
give Thee Thy Son, and do Thou give me mine.” Eleven* times this 
prayer wafted up through Jesus and with Jesus and in Jesus from 
the anguished heart of the sorrow-stricken mother. 

Again in the afternoon she was present at Benediction, and many 
a novena and act of reparation did she offer to Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. What could be too much when the salvation of 
two souls was at stake? Thus day after day Mrs. B. continued her 
supplications ‘‘through Mary and the Mass,” confident that the souls 
for whom she prayed would be saved from ruin. 

Lo! the answer... During the third of these novenas, the mis- 
guided girl went to her own mother and avowed that something un- 
explainable was taking place in her soul. She felt she must go to a 
priest. Her mother accompanied her. The Divine Good Shepherd was 
calling back the one who had gone astray, and the girl made her peace 
with God. Mrs. B.’s son likewise returned to the sacraments, and 
before Lent a marriage with a nuptial Mass took place. Since then, 
the happy couple have been receiving Holy Communion every Sunday, 
thus bringing Christ and His benedictions into their home life... 

Miracles! Miracles wrought by prayer! Need we further proofs 
of the power of persevering prayer? Today many a Monica, as of 
yore, raises tear-stained eyes to heaven. But in this age of the 
Eucharist, when the laity appreciate the tremendous power of their 
supplications through Jesus and with Jesus and in Jesus on the altar, 
and the intercession of the Mother of Sorrows beneath the Cross, how 
marvelous are the favors obtained “through Mary and the Mass”! 

* Many a mother would not be able to spend so much time in the church. Let 


us be assured, however, that our petitions united with Jesus on the altar even during a 
single Mass, have unspeakable power over the Heart of God. 
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Modest Attire before the Blessed Sacrament 





BEDIENT to an admonition of the Apostle St. Paul, it 
is an age-old custom of the Catholic Church for women 
to enter the Presence of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
only with some covering on their heads, be it veil, 
scarf or hat. Reverence demands that this rule of the 
Church be strictly adhered to, particularly when the 

Most Blessed Sacrament is exposed. 

In our Adoration Shrine at Mundelein, Illinois, well-instructed 
and devout worshipers have been shocked by the attire of some who 
enter the Church, and women even assisting at Benediction and Pro- 
cession of the Blessed Sacrament with bare heads. One Sunday a 
young man and young lady entered the Shrine, apparently to view it. 
The young lady was hatless, sleeveless and clad in trousers. At other 
times, boys and men enter without a coat, with shirtsleeves rolled 
above elbows and collar open at the neck. These are scenes witnessed 
in many churches. 

Some religious were once edified by an architect, who, when 
called from the building construction, apologized, saying: “Pardon me 
till I get my coat.” When they remonstrated that the weather was so 
warm, he remarked: “I never appear before religious without my coat.” 
—It was his expression of courtesy to persons consecrated to God. 
Should not a similar sense of delicate respect urge everyone to show 
reverence toward the Most Holy Eucharist by attiring himself or her- 
self decently, modestly, in our churches? Warm summer days are 
at hand. We will seek relief from the heat by scanty clothing, but 
let our reverence for God be paramount to our love for comfort. 

The following words of one of our excellent Catholic women 
are worthy of greater prominence than they have hitherto received: 
“How many of our women realize that they would not be permitted 
to enter a European church, even as a sight-seer when no services are 
being held, in the dresses which they wear not only to Mass and 
devotions, but even to the Altar Rail. On more than one visit to 
European churches, I have seen otherwise devout women and girls 
refused admission at the door —or sent from the church if the ever- 
watchful eye of the sexton did not detect them entering —not in 
sleeveless dresses, but with sleeves that came just a little short of the 
elbow, as being improperly clad to enter the presence of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

“While I myself welcome coolness: of style, I am still imbued 
enough with the Old World adherence to the wishes of the Holy 
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Father that I cannot enter a church, even for a visit, without some sort 
of a sleeve or a wrap. And I still receive a decided shock when I 
see so many receive the Blessed Sacrament in dresses that a short 
while back they would have hesitated to wear even as evening gowns. 

“After all, is there such a lot of suffering involved in wearing a 
light wrap or at least a sleeve? Would we not receive something of 
a shock if the priest were to enter the sanctuary in his shirt sleeves, 
instead of sweltering in the heavy cassock and vestments that must 
be far from cool in hot weather? Americans would do well to imitate 
the respect for the house of God that is demanded and practiced by 
our more obedient brethren across the sea.” 





Our Lady’s Candle 





and secondly, so rude that no one dared approach him. 

Though he had amassed almost limitless wealth by investing 
in land which later proved rich in mineral deposits, he never thought 
of giving alms or sharing his accumulated fortune with his employees. 
He kept himself just within the “pale of the Church” by his yearly 
Communion, but Christ and the needs of Christ’s flock made no appeal 
to his hardened heart. 

There was only one of his childhood’s practices that he religiously 
adhered to: the lighting of a candle every Saturday night in honor 
of Our Lady and the saying of a single “Hail Mary” as he lit it. It 
was a curious thing that despite his worldly life he had never forgotten 
this weekly act of devotion. Somehow or other, his mother, whom he 
had idolized, had instilled into his soul the benefits that were bound 
to accrue from fidelity to even a slight devotion to the holy Mother 
of God, and more because of his love for his own mother than any 
veneration for the Mother of God, he carried out the wishes of her who 
long years before had passed the eternal gates. For years, he lit the 

* candle in his library in the great house which he occupied with his ser- 
vants, every Saturday evening, at the same time reciting a “Hail Mary.” 

Winter came on with a harshness unequalled in living memory. 
The mansion on the hill was exposed to the elements. Once or twice 

the housekeeper called attention to the chimney stacks which needed 
repairing, but old Fritz, despite all his gold, hated to part with the 
proverbial penny, so the complaints fell on deaf ears. 

One Saturday evening, shortly before Christmas, the elements 
seemed to combine all their fury to wreck and rampage. It was a 


() LD Fritz was not a lovable man. He was, first of all, a miser, 
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particularly cold night. The old man, to save the expense of fire, 
retired early. It was only after he was in bed that he remembered it 
was Saturday night and he had not lit the candle. For some minutes 
he waged a sort of miniature warfare against sloth, and, true to tell, 
the latter would have been victorious but for the fact that he hated 
fiercely to break the habit of a lifetime. Grumbling, he grabbed his 
dressing gown, went to his library, and there lit a candle. Even as 
he did so, the north wind rose to a hideous, threatening shriek, and 
as Fritz said his “Ave” according to custom, he heard a frightful crash 
that shook the building to its foundations. On reaching the head of 
the stairs, he was met on the landing by a fierce gust of wind that 
threatened to pick him off his feet. Crossing to his bedroom, he stood 
as one transfixed. While he had been in the library, one of the chimney 
stacks had tumbled over and fallen through the roof onto the bed he 
had left but a few minutes before. So great was the weight of the 
debris that the bed was smashed into atoms, and had he been there. . . ? 
The spectacle before him and the thought that he might have been 
amidst the wreckage, but for his adherence to a duty to his mother, 
brought also the thought of what would have been his doom had he 
been hurled into eternity unrepentant. Falling on his knees he blessed 
himself and made an act of perfect contrition. 

His hitherto hardened heart, softened by his marvelous escape 
from this calamity, now opened with sympathy to the needs of others, 
and his miserliness was supplanted by a spirit of whole-hearted charity. 





To Honor Jesus through Mary 


S THE praise of Mary is the praise of God, so your lighted candle 

before the Most Blessed Sacrament in Mary’s honor will rejoice 
the Heart of her Divine Son in the Sacred Host, and draw upon you 
the blessing of both the Son and the Mother. 

In our adoration sanctuaries both at Clyde and Mundelein, many 
candles burn constantly before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. 
For an alms of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned for your inten- 
tion a day and a night; for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire 
month. May this be a part of your May devotions! 


THE SPIRIT OF THE FIRST FRIDAY, an excellent little manual 
of Sacred Heart devotions, contains, in addition to inspiring reflections 
for each First Friday of the year, a great variety of prayers, Mass and 
Communion devotions, and the Stations. Vest pocket size, 257 pages. 
Cloth binding, red edge, 40¢. Revised edition, just printed, attractively 
illustrated, in imitation leather binding, gilt edge, $1.00; same, in 
Morocco leather binding, $1.25. Postage extra. 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Help the Suffering Souls 

NE of the most efficacious means of securing a happy 
eternity is to cultivate a great devotion to the holy 
souls in purgatory. By our earnest prayers and Com- 
munions and alms and by acts of penance offered up 
on their behalf, we make for ourselves innumerable 

; friends amongst them. Those who have been helped 
will never forget their benefactors. If we are able to release a number 
from their fiery prison, and to obtain for them a speedy entrance into 
heaven, we may rest assured that their gratitude will know no bounds. 
They will take us under their protection, and never cease praying for 
us until we, too, come to join their ranks. They may, of course, inter- 
cede for us while they are still detained amid the cleansing flames; 
but they will do so with immensely greater power after they have been 
admitted to the Beatific Vision, and this longed-for moment may be 
very much hastened by our earnest suffrages. 

St. Leonard of Port Maurice, during his forty-four years of im- 
pressive preaching, was often heard to make use of the following 
argument: “Listen to me, my beloved brethren: if you wish to enjoy 
the delights of paradise, do all you can to help the souls in purgatory. 
For you may be quite sure that if you succeed in rescuing even but 
one soul, paradise is yours. Yes! Yes! Paradise is yours. Why? 
Because that holy soul whom you have released will never cease inter- 
ceding for you until you join it in heaven. Do you ask why these 
souls are so grateful, whereas men in this world are so ungrateful? 
I will explain. Should you confer a benefit upon a man here, you 
do but whet his appetite, and dispose him to demand further benefits 
in the future. Why is this? Because any benefit you may confer 
upon him is but a partial benefit, and cannot satisfy all his wants. 
There is nothing final about it. But the benefit you confer upon a 
soul in purgatory, when you open the gates of heaven to him, is final 
and exhaustive, and completely satisfies all his desires forevermore. 
He will never ask another benefit. He has every want completely satis- 
fied and every desire gratified. And, as ingratitude is a fault, and quite 
unknown in heaven, his one effort will be to obtain for his benefactor 
a share in his own celestial bliss. He will never fail to intercede for 


you, and will obtain for you the crowning grace of a death ‘blessed 
in the sight of God.’” 








Holy Mary, thou our refuge, pray for us and for the poor souls 
in purgatory! (Ind. of 100 days each time, Pius X, Jan. 22, 1914.) 
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Thirty Years of Service 
ERILY, a magnificent statement: — “The great 
power’ in the world today “‘is the press, since it 
is the press that creates opinion, interprets, circu- 
lates it, repeats it throughout the world."’ — Pope 
Pius XI. The humblest tract, pamphlet or mag- 
azine has a share in this “great work."” Even a 
single statement of right, justice or godliness is effective in stem- 
ming the tide of atheistic, irreligious and immoral literature which 
is threatening to engulf souls. 





For thirty years, ““Tabernacle and Purgatory’ has gone 
forth from the shadow of the Perpetual Adoration Chapel at 
Clyde, Missouri, bearing a message from the Eucharistic Heart 
of Jesus to distant homes. And its message has not remained 
unheard or unheeded. As the rays of the Eucharistic mon- 
strance radiate in the gleaming candle light, so has ““Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory” diffused the knowledge of Jesus in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, and enkindled in souls the golden 
light of Eucharistic love. It has found a permanent place in 
the lives of tens of thousands of its subscribers because it serves 
their spiritual needs. From this standpoint alone — service — 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ deserves wide circulation. It is 


ideal for the FAMILY. 


A mother writes: “Your precious magazine has done me and my 
family a world of good, and I also pass it on.”” Another mother: “It 
is a sacrifice, but I feel that ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is worth any 
sacrifice and cannot bear to be without it, as it is certainly wonderful.” 
A third mother pays her subscription and comments: “A friend of 
mine gave me an old issue from last year to read, and the children 
and myself enjoyed it so much. We live twelve miles from church 
and have no Catholic school, and I feel I will be amply repaid for 
the cost of subscription.” 


A wife says: “‘My husband was unemployed. We were making 
a novena to St. Joseph, and your March issue of ‘Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory’ with its splendid matter on St. Joseph, the father and protector 
of families, and the stories did much to increase our confidence.” 


A catechism teacher: ‘Your magazine has carried such edifying 
accounts of saints devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament, I would 
like to get some back numbers to instruct my First Communion 
class.’"’ — The answer: “How can I thank you! The material is ex- 
cellent. The incidents will impress the little ones with the reality 
that Jesus is truly present in the Holy Eucharist.””’ Continued on page 18. 
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A teaching Brother: ‘A copy of your magazine was given to me. 
It was an old number, but I found some very valuable matter in it. 
Under the heading ‘Little Lovers’ you had several articles about the 
‘Servers of the Great King.’ That would be very helpful for our 
altar boys. Start a subscription... I’d like all the back numbers 
with articles about the servers for the boys.” 


A school teacher: “My pupils are very interested in the ‘Little 
Lovers’ section and we think the February issue is just an ideal 
Lenten practice...” 

Chairman of a study club: “Every time I go to the meeting I 
take your magazine along with me. It is a great aid in our studies 
and discussions.” 


A priest: “Your magazine leads to greater piety, whilst at the 
same time it is instructive in our holy Faith. I wish it every success 
and an ever-increasing circulation.” 


A priest: “You will be pleased to hear that ‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory’ is a great help to me in instructing my poor people and 
sodalists. Every bit of it is so devotional, and at the same time 
interesting. It is not at all easy to write for the public, devotional 
articles in a very interesting way, and that is what you do month after 
month. This is a wonderful monthly of the U.S. A.’ 


A convert says: ‘As soon as I can, I want to send another 
year’s subscription to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ to someone, as it 
is a marvel to me. As a convert, it is the biggest help I have 
found to help understand this really beautiful Faith.” 


The scholarly “SURVEY of Current Catholic Literature’”’ has listed 
articles from “Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ mentioning one ‘‘which 
clearly appraises the spiritual and temporal value of daily Mass in 
the individual life; for the laity.””. And another as “A beautiful 
article written for the laity in explanation of the Feast of the Puri- 
fication, or the Feast of Light, as it is here called.” 


Dear readers, as Catholics you have a high and holy call- 
ing. St. Peter calls you a “sanctified people, a holy priesthood.” 


No longer does it suffice for the clergy alone to do their part. 


for the Church. The laity, too, must become conscious of their 
functions as members of Christ's Body. You will measure up 
to this dignity by co-operating in the great work of CATHOLIC 
ACTION — one of the outstanding forms of which is circula- 
tion of Catholic literature. Help to make our 31st volume a 
banner year for ““Tabernacle and Purgatory.” Besides winning 
the Blessing of Christ's Vicar, and heavenly graces, besides being 
an instrument of incalculable spiritual good to souls, you can also 
win a magnificent prize for yourself. See the preceding pages. 
































**He chose twelve, whom also He named apostles’’ (Luke vi. 13). 


Do You Know the Church? 


Introduction 





The Catholic Church stands forth today, as she has done in every 
period of her existence, as the Rock upon which all heresies and 
schisms are wrecked, as the Rock which has always withstood every 
kind of persecution, and will always continue to do so, even to the 
end of the world, according to the promise of her divine Founder, 
Jesus Christ, that “the gates of hell shall not prevail against her.’ 

At no time since the foundation of the Church has her history 
been more replete with wonderful events than at the present. The age 
in which we live is one of exceptional interest. In some countries the 
Church is passing through an ordeal which, if her origin were not 
divine, would end in her total annihilation. But the persecution she 
is now suffering, for example in Russia, Spain, Mexico and Germany, 
instead of diminishing her strength, will only increase it; and the wounds 
inflicted by her enemies, instead of proving fatal, will not even dis- 
figure her, but will only serve to render her more beautiful and glorious. 

Moreover, while religion is being assailed in different countries, 
the world itself is undergoing a change in the social and economic 
order. Where will it all end? No man can tell. Will there be a 
social upheaval, accompanied by a general destruction of churches, 
and confiscation of church property, even as in Soviet Russia today? 
No man knows. But even should that come to pass, deplorable as 
it would be, even that would be only a passing disturbance. The Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ and the Church He founded will endure, according 
to His promise, “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it’’ (Matt. 
xvi. 18). Governments may change and do change, dynasties fall, 
old traditions are swept away, the social order may be reconstructed, 
but the Church of Jesus Christ remains forever, unchanged and un- 
changeable. Her doctrines, her means of sanctification are from God, 
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and like unto God Himself, imperishable. Her origin is divine and 
the “gates of hell shall not prevail against her.” 

Unlike the founders of the empires of this world, unlike the 
Alexanders, Caesars, and Napoleons, whose empires crumbled at their 
death, Jesus Christ, the divine Founder of the Catholic Church, still 
lives and reigns in her! In her are verified those sublime words of 
St. Paul, “Jesus Christ yesterday, and today; and the same forever” 
(Heb. xiii. 8). In vain have the rulers of this world assailed and per- 
secuted the Church of Christ for nineteen hundred years. The blood of 
the countless multitudes of her martyred children has been, through the 
centuries, the fruitful seed which propagated the faith of Jesus Christ. 

The Catholic Church is a divine institution, and the only one 
which will always fulfill and verify the words of Christ, “The gates 
of hell shall not: prevail against it’’ (Matt. xvi. 18). 


Jesus Christ, Redeemer of Man and Founder 
of the Church 





| HE central, the greatest event in the history of mankind, 
is the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and the 
redemption of the world by his passion and death 
on the cross. This is the central fact around which 
all the other facts of history are grouped, and without 
which most of them would be meaningless and inex- 
plicable. From this outstanding event even time is reckoned — before 
or after Christ (B.C., A.D.). 

The prophets of the Old Testament foretold the coming of the 
Redeemer and the establishment of his Church. Even Protestantism 
does not dispute the fact of this divine revelation. Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, came from heaven to teach and save all mankind. On 
this point all Christians are agreed. 

The religion which Jesus Christ taught, and which the Catholic 
Church teaches today, did not appear just a few centuries ago. Proper- 
ly speaking, it dates back to the creation of man. Its first seeds were 
planted in Paradise when God promised a Redeemer to our first parents 
after their fall; and the whole of the Old Law, with its sacrifices and 
wonderful events, was but a figure of the New Law which contains 
the fulfilment and accomplishment of the Old. The Old Law believed 
in a Redeemer to come, and the New believes in Him as already come. 
But it is the same belief in the same Redeemer. Wherefore the Jewish 
religion was the only religion of the true God, until it was super- 
seded by the Church of Jesus Christ. At the death of Christ it 
ceased to be the true religion, because it was only the promise and 
figure of what was to come. God had ordained the Old Testament 
worship of the Jewish synagogue as a prelude to the establishment 
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of the kingdom of Christ on earth which was to be its fulfilment. 
When by the death of Christ the redemption was ac- 
complished and his Church established, the promise 
and figure gave place to the reality. The patriarchs 
and prophets of the Old Law and the saints of the New — the just on 
both sides of Calvary, constitute one a sarin kingdom, the Church 
of the living God. 

Though the temple worship, with its ceremonial laws, was abol- 
ished when the temple of Jerusalem ceased to be the House of God, 
the ten commandments and the moral code of the Jewish covenant 
were not abolished, for Christ came, as He Himself declared, “not 
to destroy but to fulfill” (Matt. v. 17). Christ came not to destroy 
those laws but to perfect them. 

While the true religion is thus coeval with the creation of man, 
yet its beginnings are not lost in obscurity. On the contrary, its 
truth is evident and obvious to all. For it exhibits from the remotest 
times even down to the present, an uninterrupted series of public 
and universally known facts and events, which agree perfectly with 
one another, and with all the monuments of past ages. They have 
been so often and so indisputably proved, that he who would not 
believe them might just as well deny any other fact of authentic 
history. We count the generations as they succeeded one another from 
Adam to Christ (Luke iii; Matt. i); and all the Supreme Pastors or 
Popes from St. Peter to our present Holy Father Pius XI now glori- 
ously governing the Church established by Jesus Christ. What a 
wonderful chain of events! What an unparalleled succession! 

Even the Jews, the most relentless opponents of the Church of 
Christ, bear witness to its truth. For they carefully keep on record 
in their Holy Books the whole history and all the prophecies of the 
Old Testament to which we appeal in order to prove the divine origin 
of Christianity; so that no one can suppose that Christians have 
perverted or invented such passages of the Old Testament as refer 
to Christ. 

With the destruction of Jehovah’s Temple, the divinely ordained 
worship of the Old Law ceased forever, to make room for the New 
Law of which it had been the type. Since that time, Israel, exiled 
from the Land of Promise, its priesthood extinguished, and its sacri- 
fices at an end, as Malachy foretold, has lived dispersed among the 
nations of the earth. But Divine Providence keeps it in existence, 
an unwilling witness to the revelations, prophecies and judgments of 
God, until shortly before the end of the world, when God in his mercy 
will lead back his repentant people to the faith. To be continued. 


The Church 
in Promise 
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An Essential Auxiliary to Study Clubs 





| ECENTLY, a noted writer and theologian wrote anent 

study clubs: “What would happen if a pastor were 
to announce that next Sunday, instead of the regular 
sermon, he would call indiscriminately on several mem- 
bers of the congregation to give a clear statement of 
various points of Catholic doctrine, or to explain the 
more difficult passages occurring in the Sunday Epistles and Gospels 
which they had heard so often? 

“It is difficult to say just exactly what would happen, but it is 
safe to suppose that a considerable dwindling of the congregation 
would be one of the results. Let us confess it, our Catholic people, 
with few exceptions, possess a very limited knowledge of their holy 
religion. Very few Catholic laymen are ready to give a clear state- 
ment of the fundamental doctrines of the Church, or to give a reason 
‘for the faith that is in them.’ Yet the deeper and the more thorough 
our religious knowledge is, the more effectively will it actuate our life. 
Today the Catholic layman may secure, in English or any modern 
language, inexpensive booklets and treatises bearing on every impor- 
tant and difficult doctrine and devotion of our holy Catholic Faith.” 

Those who have first hand knowledge of study clubs know that 
one of the main handicaps in presenting the material for study and 
consideration is the difficulty of duplicating it; and in order to sus- 
tain the interest, it is necessary that every member have a copy 
of the material under discussion. This is out of the question when 
the material is drawn from expensive volumes, and frequently no 
one has time to duplicate it. Therefore, as the above quoted writer 
and preacher states, Booklets are an essential help to study clubs. 


The brochures issued by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Missouri (in connection with the monthly maga- 
zine “Tabernacle and Purgatory”), have been called a “Godsend” to 
study clubs. The subjects of these booklets cover a wide field, both 
doctrinal and devotional. They are cheap, and once the subject of 
study has been decided for the week, month, or for a longer period, 
sufficient booklets may be ordered, at slight cost, so that every mem- 
ber of the club has the material in hand during the discussion and 
can take it home to study. 

Study clubs may be divided into three classes: Doctrinal, devo- 
tional and historic. The doctrinal deals with the mysteries of our 
holy Faith, the sacraments, etc. The devotional deals with the life 
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of our Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the saints, and practices of 
devotion. The historic deals with the accomplishments of the Church 
and its members, its missionaries’ endeavors in the spread of the 
holy Faith, local and worldwide. 





Do You Know the Church? 
A doctrinal foundation of the Holy Catholic Faith is the first 
requisite for a Catholic himself, as well as to inquiring non-Catholics. 
The foregoing article (pp. 19-21) is an extract from 


Do You Know the Church? 


a treatise which will appear serially in ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 
It consists of two* booklets: — 

Part I: explains that Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of man and 
Founder of the Church; that through the sacred priesthood, He con- 
tinues His threefold office of teacher, priest and pastor. 


Part II: deals with the Marks and Attributes of the Church. 


These brochures, written by a Benedictine who has had extensive 
contact with non-Catholics, are eminently appropriate for Catholic and 
Protestant alike. 

Place copies in public places, in railway and bus stations; leave 
them on street cars and in public libraries. You will thus be joining 
in genuine Catholic Action. 

*5¢ each; reduction for quantities. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Another Praiseworthy Form of Catholic Action 


The precarious financial condition existing makes it impossible 
for many of our former faithful subscribers to keep up their sub- 
scription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ which has become dear to 
them. Yet, it is especially during these years of depression, disap- 
pointment and temporal losses, when our magazine should dispense 
consolation. Particularly at this time it should enter afflicted fami- 
lies to inspire them with confidence in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

A few of our esteemed friends make it a practice to give a 
donation in order that ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ may be sent gratis 
to persons in reduced circumstances. Many letters received from 
the recipients overflow with gratitude for this favor, and express the 
comfort our magazine brings to them, be they in poverty, in sickness, 
or among the unemployed. This is an exemplary act of charity, and 
we earnestly beg those of our dear subscribers who, of the little they 
possess, still have some to spare for good purposes, to remember this 
class of the poor, and enable us to send our Eucharistic messenger 
to them. This will be a fruitful work of mercy, and a pledge of 
the Blessing of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. 








24 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


The Christian Home* 
(Continued ) 





Educating for Heaven (concluded) 


mj HE whole argument against large families only shows 
| the absence of the salutary restraints of religion. At 
bottom it is not the desire to give their children a 
more excellent training, but the desire to lead a more 
selfish and comfortable life, that clamors for the un- 
natural limitation of the family. No one is more 
desirous of having well-trained children than deeply religious parents; 
but such parents, regarding their office in the light of faith, are bent 
mainly on rearing their children for heaven; and they understand that, 
even should they be able to provide them but scantily with the goods 
of this world, by training them for heaven the main thing is achieved 
and their principal duty performed. They realize, too, that the success 
of all their efforts in behalf of their children depends mainly on 
heaven’s blessing, and that if they merit that blessing by their up- 
right lives, He who feeds the birds of the air and clothes the lilies of 
the field will also provide for their children. 


Consolations of Parenthood 


Happy the parents who still retain this religious outlook on life; 
whose religion is their guide, their support and their consolation amid 
the arduous duties of their state of life! They know that they are 
the chosen instruments of Divine Providence for peopling the abode 
of the blessed. They know that in assuming the office of parenthood, 
they co-operate with God Himself in bringing into existence beings 
destined to praise and enjoy Him forever in heaven. They know that 
every child they receive is a gift of God, since they can have no child 
that God does not give them. But above the solace of all this knowl- 
edge is the supernatural aid which the true religion affords them. 
They have the actual graces of the Sacrament of Matrimony, of frequent 
Communion and of daily prayer to strengthen them, and the example 
of their suffering Savior to console them. Yes, with religion in their 
homes they can resist the evil example of those godless couples who 
seek only their own gratification. And though eugenic wise-acres 
scoff, and even misguided friends smile in derision at their old- 
fashioned families, they will never thwart heaven’s designs concerning 
~ *By Rev. Celestine Strub, O.F.M. Copyright 1934, ‘Franciscan 


Herald Press.” Published here by special arrangement. with the copy- 
right owner. 
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their families, but look upon every child as a new token of heaven’s 
trust and heaven’s love. 


The Parents’ Pride 


It is remarkable how often God rewards parents of large families 
by making the children that came last become the chief joy and pride 
of their life. The Little Flower of Jesus was the last of nine children; 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, the thirteenth; and St. Catherine of Siena, the 
twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth. Many parents owe the honor of having 
a son raised to the priesthood to the fact that they had large families. 
Had my own parents been willing to have five children but no more, 
they would never have had a priest in the family. But because they 
were blessed with eight children, they had the happiness of seeing the 
sixth and seventh celebrate their first Mass on the same day, and 
though they have gone to their reward, they are no doubt happy to 
know that two sons of their eighth child are studying for the priesthood. 

A few years ago I received a letter from a young mother of two 
children, in which she related how certain worldly-wise women try to 
induce mothers to limit the number of their children. On the occasion 
of a social call, a lady acquaintance of hers had remarked: “It is not 
a woman of refinement nowadays that has more than two children.” 
To which the young mother replied: “In that case I hope to belong to 
the common herd, as I intend to take all that the good Lord wants to 
give me.” In replying to her letter, 1.commended her for her truly 
Catholic stand, and then added: “I thank God that my own good mother 
did not have such false ideas of refinement; for if she had, I should 
have had no chance at all, as I was her seventh child.” And the very 
first time I related this incident, namely, to a group of Franciscan 
Fathers at St. Elizabeth’s Friary, Denver, Colorado, each one of the 


five priests present declared that he, too, was his mother’s seventh child! 
To be continued. 


The above article, as also installments in preceding issues, is 
drawn from the very practical and inspiring booklet by Rev. Celestine 
Strub, O.F.M., entitled THE CHRISTIAN HOME. This booklet, as the 
author subtitles it, is truly “A Guide to Happiness in the Home,” and 
has evoked warmly favorable comments from its readers. It has been 
pronounced an ideal guide to a truly Catholic family life, and is 
strongly recommended not only to parents and pastors, but also to 
the growing members of the family. It has been necessary to omit 
some portions in these articles, so many will be glad of an opportunity 
to procure the work in its entirety. Copies may be had at 30¢ each 
(postage prepaid); bound in paper, 144 pages. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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2. ‘*The Religious Soul Falls More Rarely’’ 


Previous installments on the advantages of the religious life: — 


Feb. 1935 — St Bernard’s Nine-point Program. 
Mar. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Lives with More Purity and Merit.’’ 





They shall praise Thee forever and ever” (Ps. xxiii. 
5). These words of the Psalmist explain why a re- 
ligious soul falls more rarely than one in the world. 
It is the natural consequence of her blessed environ- 
ment. She is privileged to live in communion with 
noble souls who have entered the religious life with the lofty purpose 
of striving for perfection, of becoming saints, of attaining to an in- 
timate union with God. What an honor it is to live in constant com- 
panionship with souls not only in the state of grace, but with souls 
aspiring toward perfection! 

It was a deep realization of the beauty and dignity of the religious 
soul that caused St. Benedict to counsel in his heaven-inspired rule 
that his spiritual sons should ask the blessing of each other as they 
pass. This regulation is beautifully complied with by his spiritual 
daughters, who make a slight inclination of the head as they meet 
each other, thus to honor in the soul of each member an image of God, 
to greet her as a temple of the Holy Spirit, a companion of the angels. 

When a religious passes through the corridors, she often beholds 
a large image of Jesus Crucified. Could she possibly commit sin 
when her eyes so often rest on those riven hands and feet, that opened 
side, and the agonizing look in those dying Savior-eyes? From the 
walls of the cloister, the saints speak impressively to her soul. Here 
is an image of her holy Father St. Benedict, with finger to his lips 
to admonish her that silence prepares the soul for prayer and recol- 
lection, with his holy rule clasped to his bosom to exhort her to love 
those blessed precepts. Or, it may be St. Dominic, with his rule and 
a fire-brand in his hand, inspiring her with zeal for souls; or St. 
Francis in his poor habit, pleading for love of poverty and devotion 
to Jesus Crucified. Again, it may be St. Gertrude, who by the radiant 
heart on her bosom reminds the daughters of St. Benedict that they 
should ever remember the presence of Jesus in their heart. 

How many a religious, in the spirit of St. Mary Magdalen de 
Pazzi, will press her lips to the sacred walls of the cloister and 
exclaim: “O blessed walls, from how many dangers do you preserve 
me!” Verily, the cloister walls are precious barriers which separate 
her from the world; the rule embraces every moment of the day and 
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night; the maternal watchfulness of a superior counsels her; the 
works of holy obedience occupy her. Happy the necessity which 
obliges one to live faithfully and follow the rules conscientiously. 
Happy constraint which keeps the body subject to works for God’s 
honor, the mind absorbed and the will always turning to God. 

_But perhaps the most powerful means of preventing falls in the 
religious life is the privilege of one’s living under the same roof with 
God Himself. Again and again throughout the day the religious passes 
before the portal which angels guard, the door of the chapel, where 
the Master, the Bridegroom, dwells night and day. The presence of 
God under the same roof sanctifies the cloister, and is a powerful 
stimulus to recollection. Then, how close is her personal contact with 
God! Howsoever pressing her works of zeal or charity, she assists 
daily at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and Jesus comes to sanctify, 
purify, strengthen and console her in Holy Communion. She has the 
privilege, in the name of the Church, to recite the inspired psalms of 
the Divine Office, standing with the angels in the presence of God in 
the tabernacle. — These are privileges of nearly every religious. But 
the privileges of n_adorer of the Most Blessed Sacrament are greater 
still. *She forms a guard at the throne of the King of heaven and 
earth, who is exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament. She sings and 
chants the Divine psalmody in His presence with the thousands of 
angelic spirits who ever surround a monstrance-throne of God. She 
kneels in adoration in the “name of all men, of all times, of all 
countries,” to praise, adore, thank and atone. During the hours of 
the night, when the world is wrapped in slumber or indulging in 
amusements, she can rise to keep vigil and “spend one hour with 
Him.” —O wondrous graces of the religious life! But, wondrous 
beyond human conception and privileged beyond human deserts is 
the life of a perpetual adorer! 

Young ladies interested in the life of the Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri (and Mundelein, Illinois, a 
branch thereof), are cordially invited to send for a copy of the 
“Angelic Service,” which describes their life and works. 


Address: Ven. Mother M. Dolorosa, Prioress, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Classes of postulants are usually formed in June and January. 

Aspirants in the East who feel drawn to a Benedictine community 
devoted to the Perpetual Adoration, but think the distance to the 
Middle West too great, should take courage from the determined soul 
who recently left dear ones and country in Newfoundland to find her 
heart’s desires fulfilled in becoming a perpetual adorer in Missouri. 
We also have a number of members from New York. 
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As She Neared the Eternal Shore* 


. (Continued ) 

Words uttered by St. Teresa of the Child Jesus during the last five months 
of her saintly life, faithfully recorded by her sister, Mother Agnes of Jesus. 
Many of these sayings are not recorded: in the autobiography of the “Little 
Flower,” nor elsewhere. 





May 18, 1897 

EEING her so sick, I (Mother Agnes) tried to get a 
dispensation for her from the Office for the Dead which 
is prescribed by our constitutions at the death of a 
Sister of the Order. But she remonstrated: — “I beg 
you, do not have me dispensed from the Office for 
the Dead. That is all I am able to do for the souls 
of our Sisters who may be in purgatory.” 


St. Teresa was aware that the state of the holy souls is one of most 
unbounded helplessness, and she was moved to pity and compassion for the 
souls of her dear Sisters. She knew, too, that according to St. Thomas of 
Aquin, “The least pain in purgatory is greater than the greatest sufferings in 
this world,” and she considered personal fatigue of little account when, through 
the inspired supplications of the Monastic Office, she could bring alleviation 
to her beloved Sisters who might be undergoing purification in the other life 
and thus were deprived of the possession of God for which Teresa herself 
yearned so ardently. Though her first motive in helping the souls in purga- 
tory was pure charity, she doubtless also remembered the consoling words of 
St. Ambrose: “All that we give, through charity, to the souls in purgatory, 
is changed into graces for us, and after our death we shall find them multiplied 
a hundredfold.” 








May 18, 1897 
“Oh, how I begged our Lord to be able to follow the exercises 
of our community till my death! He did not want to hear me. How- 
ever, it seems to me that if I could take part in them all, I should 
not die a minute sooner. At times I even imagine that no one would 
find me ill if I had not said anything.” 


What a love for the common life these words imply! All the saints 
have assured us and given proof in their individual lives that the highest 
form of mortification in the religious life is perfect exactness in the daily 
order of the day according to the behests of holy obedience. St. Teresa 
of the Child Jesus was doubtless aware of that striking revelation recorded 
in the life of her glorious mother, St. Teresa of Avila, relative to this fidelity 
to the common life. To St. Teresa, the secrets of the Eternal were often 
made known. Once when she beheld a religious admitted to heaven im- 
mediately after her death, she expressed astonishment to our Lord, as this 
person had not seemed to possess any great degree of holiness. Jesus deigned 
to give St. Teresa this explanation: “Any religious who faithfully observes 


* This translation has been made expressly for “‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.”” Comments in small type are by Rev. B. 
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the holy rule and punctually fulfills the order of the house, does sufficient 
to escape purgatory and enter heaven immediately.” 

However, to one who has not studied the autobiography of the Little 
Flower, her above statement may be misleading. There is no question but that she 
had gone to the limit of her physical endurance before she was removed to the in- 
firmary. From that memorable Good Friday night, when she heard the first 
faint echo of her Bridegroom’s voice calling her to the Divine nuptials, that 
is, the night when she had the first slight pulmonary hemorrhage, she had 
exerted her physical strength to follow the community exercises. The next 
day she was seen washing windows with the novices, and she continued to 
follow the rule, with only a few exceptions, for nearly a year. She herself 
confessed that often it took her an hour to mount the stairs after Matins at 
night, and another hour to undress, she was so exhausted. Then her rest 
was taken on a poor straw pallet. It was only when her nights became so 
bad that she spent most of the time coughing, and she was wasting from 
fever, that she was removed to the infirmary. To bear such fatigue day after 


‘day was sublimely heroic. No wonder God has shown her to be the “darling 


of heaven,” because of her countless hidden sufferings so courageously and 
lovingly borne. 

The very atmosphere of Lisieux, with its damp, foggy days, is depressing 
for one with lung trouble. How many of our strong American soldiers con- 
tracted lung trouble while staying only a few weeks at Brest, France, at the 
damp seaport, awaiting embarkment for home! It was only St. Teresa's 
characteristic zeal which prompted her to make the above remark, for with 
one of her naturally delicate health, the added suffering of rapidly developing 
tuberculosis made life a veritable martyrdom. As she led a martyr’s life, so 
now she has certainly received a glorious martyr’s crown. She loved her 
sufferings, for they likened her to her Divine Master, and joyfully she could 
sing with her blessed father, St. John of the Cross: — 





Perfect love demands a likeness For the more complete resemblance 
In the lovers it unites, Most aboundeth in delights. 
May 20, 1897 


I showed her one of her photographs: — 
“Yes, but... that is the envelope,” Sister Teresa replied. “When 
will the letter be seen? Oh, how I should like to see the letter!” 


Characteristic of her lifelong practice of introversion, these words express 
Teresa's valuation of the soul. Certainly had she looked within, she would 
have found, had her spirit of humility not been so deep, a soul empty of self 
and completely filled with God. She who from the age of four had “refused 
the good God nothing,” had despoiled herself of self and was the dwelling- 
place, the tabernacle of God. To be continued. 


The month of May contains many anniversaries of days of grace 
for the Little Flower of Jesus: — 

May 10, 1883, miraculous cure of a serious illness by the “Smile 
of Our Lady.” 

May 8, 1884, just one year later, reception of the “First kiss of 
Jesus” in Holy Communion. 

May 17, 1925, the solemn ceremony of her canonization. 
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{rittle fsovers 


Anne De Guigne 


The Flower of Annecy 


“ <G] N JANUARY 14, 1922, a delicate flower of sanctity was 
gathered from earth’s gardens, to blossom in the beau- 
tiful vale of paradise. This child of grace was Jeanne- 
Marie-Joseph-Anne de Guigne, who during the short 
span of eleven years attained to wonderful heights 
of virtue and love of God which grew out of her love 
for the Blessed Sacrament, giving new proofs of the remarkable fruits 
of early Communion among children. 

Anne, or “Nenette,” as she was affectionately called, was born 
on April 25, 1911, at Annecy, France. Her parents, the Count and 
Countess de Guigne, both pious Catholics, surrounded their children 
with a truly Christian spirit. Besides Anne, who was the eldest, a 
brother and two sisters were added to the family circle. 

Anne was gifted by God with rich spiritual and mental gifts, 
but she also had many faults, against which she struggled with true 
heroism as her character unfolded. She had a frank, sincere soul, 
a quick, penetrating intelligence, a firm will with the power of swift, 
strong decision, a very sensitive heart, and an active kindness which 
clothed all her actions with charming grace. On the other hand, she 
did not at all like to obey and had to be dealt with severely to 
make her yield. She was, by nature, a leader, and always took charge 
of the games with other children, even though she was often one of 
the youngest. Being naturally obstinate, she would suffer no obstacle 
to oppose her wishes. : 

Once she insisted on having some chocolates which she was 
told she could not have. The box was placed where it was thought 
to be out of her reach, but while her elders were busy in conversation 
the little mischief piled up chairs, and a little later they found her 
perched on the pile, helping herself to the forbidden chocolates. Need- 
less to say, she was punished, but this incident shows that she was not 
naturally gifted with the abstemiousness she later practiced. 

Anne was very loving, but she was also jealous, and even at 
the early age of fourteen months, when a baby brother came, she 
could not bear the thought that her mother was no longer all for 
her. She did not like’ the new baby, and had to be watched closely so 
she would not harm him. Later, though, she grew very fond of her 
brother, and of the two sisters who came to share her parents’ affections. 
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When Anne was only four years old, her father, whom she loved 
most tenderly, was killed in the World War. Her little heart was 
pierced with sorrow. She mingled her tears with her mother’s, and, 
mere baby though she was, sought to soften her mother’s grief by 


ke [sittle frovers’ 


VIRTUE FOR MAY: 

Erect a little Blessed 
Virgin altar in your home, 
even if it is only a picture 
of the Blessed Virgin, and 
keep flowers before it 
during the month of May. 
If you can, also keep a 
vigil light burning. Say 
three Hail Marys slowly 
and devoutly before this 
altar every day, and add 
the ejaculation given be- 
low. Do not forget to re- 
ceive Holy Communion in 
honor of Our Lady of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, 
your holy patroness, on 
May 13th. 

EJACULATION: 

Our Lady of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, make 
all people love and adore 
thy dear Jesus on our 
altars. 





covering her with caresses. From this time, a noticeable change came 
over Anne. Her heart found consolation in the thought that her dear 
papa was now in heaven, in the arms of God, and she longed for the 
time when she too would go to heaven, to live forever with God, 
without any fear of losing Him or of offending Him. The sight of 
her mother’s sorrow affected her deeply, and she made touching ef- 
forts to console her. She tried to be very good and obedient, and 
would pray and make little sacrifices, so that her mama might have 
less pain. Ere long the once domineering, self-willed child, so quick 
at answering back, became submissive and gentle, forgetful of self 
in a delicate attention to others’ needs. She refused nothing to God, 
and Jesus asked of her always more love and greater generosity. 
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Toward the end of her fifth year, in February, 1916, Anne was 
taken seriously ill with typhoid. Painful treatments were necessary. 
but she bore them patiently when told of the sufferings of our Lord 
and that her sufferings, joined to His, would help to save souls. 
About this time the mother decided to engage a governess, and Anne 
was entrusted to the care of Miss B., who soon became a very dear 
friend. The governess was charmed with the lovable disposition of 
her little protege, and could scarcely believe that the extracrdinary 
sweetness and self-abnegation which she displayed were not natural gifts. 


Preparation for First Holy Communion 


From her tenderest years, Anne longed. for the happy day when 
Jesus would come to rest in her heart. In June, 1915, her mother wrote 
of her: “I am surprised at her intelligence. She often speaks of her 
first Communion and, above all, asks me to speak of it. Her answers 
often surprise me, and I am going to buy a little catechism, which | 
shall teach her gradually...”” The thought of her first Communion 
was to Anne a new motive for being good, for she wished at any cost 
to prepare “a lovely dwelling in her heart for her dear little Jesus.” 
Great was her joy when she was permitted to join the catechism class 
at Cannes, and though not yet quite five years old, she felt perfectly 
at home among a group of some twenty girls who were nearly all nine 
or ten years old. She paid close attention, and her companions were 
struck with admiration at her intelligence. When a question remained 
unanswered, all heads turned instinctively toward Anne, who in her 
tiny voice promptly met the situation, so that one girl remarked: 
“That little girl knows everything.” 

One day near Christmas the Mother Superior urged the little 
girls of the class to prepare a soft cradle with a nice warm cover for 
the Infant Jesus. Sobbing, Anne confided that she did not know how 
to sew, but was comforted by the explanation that the cradle was to 
be prepared in her heart by making many little sacrifices for the 
love of Jesus. With great fervor she set to work to prepare this 


“cradle,” and it could be truthfully said of her that she never refused 
the least sacrifice. To be continued. 
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Rosaries 


ae 





(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with 
the Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences.) 


Imitation of precious stone beads on sterling silver chain. Hand 


made. Colors, light blue, pink or green -...................2-2------- $2.00 
Round cocoa beads on heavy German-silver chain, very strong. 

Hand made. Length 19 in. 2-inch nickel-bound cross .......... 1.25 
Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated chain 

with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 in. .....................--...-..--- 1.00 
Oval Mother-of-Pearl beads on white metal chain, for First Com- 

SII asst ccthccendciastiesdys kacksgadastlcaaheonocandsinadinuciss isda pain 1.00 
Strong rosary, with beads of Job’s Tears. Length 24 in. 2-inch 

nickel-bound cross. Hand made .......................2---ccceseeeeeeeeeeee .90 
Imitation stone beads on German-silver chain. Length 17 inches 

Colors, amber, amethyst, garnet, sapphire or crystal ........ .90 
Oval cocoa beads on white metal chain. Nickel-bound cross ........ -50 
Cocoa beads on steel chain, one link between beads .................. .40 
White rosaries for First Communion .................0...............-0000000--- .25 
Large or medium black, oval cocoa beads .................-...-2-...222------ .25 

Prayer-books 


Joy in God —a handy book for young men. Vest pocket size; small 
print; black leather binding, gilt edge, 90¢ 


Golden Links— a complete manual of prayers for every occasion. 
Size 2% x 4% in.; 347 pages. Small print. White leather, colored 
picture on cover, gilt edge, or black leather, red edge, 80¢ 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a book any boy or girl would 
be delighted to receive as a First Communion gift. Its 160 pages 
comprise Mass devotions, Confession and Communion prayers, the 
Stations, 8 Visits to the Blessed Sacrament and other prayers, 
with 28 devotion-inspiring pictures. Attractively bound, in fol- 
lowing colors: — 

BLACK Pin American Seal, Morocco grain leather, or WHITE Seal, grain leather, 
red-under-gold edge, round corners, stamped in genuine gold on front, 75 cts. 
Black, white, blue or rose, full cloth, round corners, stamped in imitation gold 
on front, 50 cts. 
Black, white, blue or red, flexible cloth, cut flush, round corners, 30 cts. 

(Be sure to state kind and color desired.) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 


A classical High School and College conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 

For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 





# At the Feet of Heaven’s Queen # 


ittingly do we consecrate to the Blessed Virgin Mary this 
F beautiful month, when all nature is awakening to renewed 
life, for it was through Mary that spiritual life was restored 
to us after it had been lost through Eve. It is through Mary that 
we shall most quickly and surely obtain every grace, for she is 
the channel through which all God’s blessings flow. You will 
welcome the BLESSED VIRGIN LIBRARY, consisting of nine 
booklets of inspiring reflections and affectionate devotions, which 
will assist you in worthily venerating heaven's glorious Queen 
during the month of May. 


(Complete library, 65¢; individual copies as marked. Postage extra.) 


Devotion to Mary 


Shows the advantages of venerat- 
ing the Blessed Virgin; the power 
of her holy Name; her Immaculate 
Conception; the Blue Scapular. 
Prayers. 10¢ 


Under Mary’s Mantle 


Reflections on the prayer “‘We fly 
to thy patronage’’; consecration of 
children to Mary; her protection in 
childhood; in life’s trials; in our 
last hour. Prayers. 10¢ 


DeMontfort’s Devotion to Mary 


A “secret of grace” for zealous 
Christians. Seven reasons why 
Mary is our channel of grace; in 
what perfect devotion to Mary con- 
sists; practical application; act of 
consecration. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions 
in Union with Mary 
A beautiful collection of prayers 
for before and after Holy Com- 
munion, composed in the spirit of 
Blessed Grignon de Montfort; also 


Mary, Mother of God 


The great Mystery of the Incarna- 
tion; the Annunciation; Mary’s 
blissful privilege; prayers most 
pleasing to Mary; her seven joys 
on earth and in heaven. 10¢ 


Mary, Our Mother 


Our true Mother; our Mediatrix; 
our ladder to heaven; our con- 
soler; our advocate in death; our 
deliverer from purgatory; the holy 
Name of Mary. 10¢ 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 


Contains a touching meditation on 
each Dolor, with practical appli- 
cations; prints of Janssens’ beau- 
tiful paintings, each a subject for 
meditation; and proper of the 
Mass of the Sorrowful Mother. 5¢ 


Devotion to 
the Mother of Sarrows 


Aims to nourish a tender com- 
passion for our Dolorous Mother, 
particularly at the Passion and 
Death of Jesus; graces flowing 


a Communion Mass. 6¢ from this devotion; prayers. 5¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure 


Inspiring treatise on the excellence, power and beauty of the Rosary. 10¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








